INTRODUCTION TO MOCK TRIAL TEACHING MATERIALS
Trials are an integral part of the American justice system.  They will be familiar to many students from television and the movies, but the best way for students to learn about trials, and in turn learn about how the justice system works from a practical standpoint, is to participate in a mock trial.  Participating in mock trials will teach students not only about how lawyers approach and conduct trials, it will also teach them critical reasoning, public speaking, and how to think on their feet.  And, mock trials can be fun for everyone involved!  Over the years, Alaskans of all levels of ability and educational attainment have participated and benefited from mock trial.
The attached materials are intended to provide teachers with tools to instruct students on the basics of trial practice in the American legal system and conduct a small, self-contained mock trial.  All of the materials are provided as suggestive teaching aids.  Teachers should feel free to adapt the attached materials to fit their own teaching style and the needs of their class.  There are far too many materials to be used in a short three- or five-day unit on mock trial, and some of the materials are redundant.  That is intentional – teachers should take and use the materials that will work best in their classroom for their goals.  Consider making the materials that are not directly used available to students as an outside reference.
The attached materials include:

1. Mock Trial Glossary – A narrative form that introduces key terms that students will need to know as the unit progresses.

2. Mock Trial PowerPoint – A PowerPoint presentation meant to be used with the Glossary; provides short definitions of key terms.  This PowerPoint is also provided in three PDF formats (standard, with space for notes, and a teacher’s edition that integrates the glossary materials).
3. Conducting a Trial – Tips on how to conduct a mock trial; will give details on how to assign roles to the students in the mock trial.

4. Courtroom layout – A diagram of how physically to arrange the participants in a mock trial.

5. Selecting a Theme – Emphasizes the importance of storytelling to trials.
6. Mock Trial Theme Spotting – A more detailed lesson on how to spot themes in a mock trial problem.

7. Intro to Trial Practices – Provides tips on how students should present different elements of a mock trial.

8. Civil teaching problem – The civil law problem for use by the class in conducting a mock trial.

9. Criminal teaching problem – The criminal law problem for use by the class in conducting a mock trial.

These materials can be adapted for either a three- or five-day instructional mock trial unit.  For a three-day unit, it is recommended that teachers use items 1-4 on the first day, 5 and 7 on the second day, and one of the two problems on the third day for the trial.  If the mock trial is to be conducted in one day, it is recommended that only two witnesses be used for each side (Toyo Hiroki and Andy Shoney should be excluded for the civil problem; and Officer Jo(e) Stanton and Brit Terry should be excluded for the criminal problem).  For a five-day unit, it is recommended that items 1-4 be used on the first day, items 5 and 6 on the second day, item 7 on day three, and a two-day trial to close out the unit (the opening statements and plaintiff (prosecution) case-in-chief on the first day of the trial and the defense case-in-chief and closing arguments on the second day of the trial).  These are only suggestions, and teacher should adapt materials to the length of class sessions and other needs of the class.
The materials were drafted by Matt Block (mblock@pattonboggs.com) of PattonBoggs and Ryan Fortson (fortson@gci.net) of Alaska Legal Services and the Northern Justice Project.   If students enjoy the mock trial unit, they are encouraged to form a team for the statewide mock trial competition.  The Alaska High School Mock Trial Competition is an annual event that brings teams of six to ten students from around the state to compete in Anchorage in two days of simulated trials before a panel of volunteer judges.  Schools are encouraged to send multiple teams to the competition if there is enough student interest.  The competition takes place in February or March.  The competition problem will have a similar structure to the teaching problems provided with this packet, but will have more witnesses from which to chose.  The competition problem will also require students to learn the basics of the Rules of Evidence and evidentiary objections, which have been excluded from this teaching unit for the sake of simplicity.  If you are interested in forming a mock trial team for the statewide competition, please contact either Matt or Ryan or visit the Mock Trial website at www.anchoragebarassociation.org/mock.php.  
